
Acts # 91   
“It Was All Good Until Paul Mentioned The Gentiles” 
Acts 22:12-22; Philippians 3:20; Colossians 1:15-17     

God uses prepared ordinary believers but to be used of God as an ordinary believer, we must know Bible 
truth which is required regardless of what we do on this earth in representing the Lord.  
This ordinary believer was witnessing for the Lord Jesus Christ even  
in his contact with other believers. 
Paul was pre-appointed; meaning God knew in eternity past that from  
his own free will, Saul of Tarsus, would receive Jesus Christ  
as his personal Savior and become the Apostle Paul. 
Ananias was obviously oriented to the plan of God and therefore prepared for the day when he would 
have the stability, courage, power and grace to face the man who singlehandedly, vehemently persecuted 
the church and stand up right in front of him and declare biblical truth to him and he did; so as a result, 
as soon as Saul looked up, he was receiving biblical truth from an ordinary believer who was prepared 
ahead of time.  
  

When the Bible says Paul will see the Righteous One, it’s the Greek horao, meaning he’ll have a 
prolonged panoramic view of Jesus Christ, just like we can have today through learning biblical truth. 
And when this is fulfilled daily in our lives, then we are “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the Pioneer and 
Perfecter  
of faith” Hebrews 12:2. 
This is obviously water baptism, the first step in the recognition of one’s salvation; we only do it once and we 
have to do it ourselves and therefore, it’s our own decision based on our knowledge of biblical truth. 
Why was there so much emphasis on Paul being baptized?  
Because there is a parallel here; the Lord Jesus  was baptized before His earthly ministry and the water 
represented the will of God the Father for His Son, Jesus to have 3 years of earthly ministry, go to the 
cross, rise from the dead, ascend to the third Heaven and be glorified at the right Hand  
of the Father.    

Remember that when Ananias contacted Paul in Damascus, he said ‘Get up and be baptized’ and here, 
Jesus says regarding Jerusalem ‘Get out and hurry up because the people here will not receive your 
testimony about Me’. 
The people are believers who were legalistic domineering bullies at their local church in Jerusalem and 
the religious leaders were from the Sanhedrin who dominate the city.  
At this time, the local church in Jerusalem is dominated by religion and the city is dominated by the political 
legalism of the devil’s favorite philosophy. 
The Romans assumed that everyone who wasn’t a Roman couldn’t tell the truth and anyone who didn’t 
understand Roman law and didn’t adhere to it was automatically going to lie.  
But if a man was a Roman citizen, they assumed he was telling the truth and if he wasn’t a Roman 
citizen, he was an enemy of the Empire and they assumed he was telling a lie.  



Until this point, Paul had avoided using the fightin’ word Gentile in his speech, so it was all good until 
then. 
One word immediately incensed the mob again and brought another outburst in this area between the 
temple the fortress; religion and real law, so much so, that the mob of religious Jews ended Paul’s 
message, once again showing their maximum disregard for and rejection of the grace of God. 
These religious Jews thought that being a Jew by birth, becoming circumcised and keeping  the Mosaic law 
as the way of salvation was all that was necessary and of course, filthy Gentiles were excluded from this 
system. 
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One word immediately incensed the mob again and brought another outburst in this area between the 
temple the fortress; religion and real law, so much so, that the mob of religious Jews ended Paul’s 
message, once again showing their maximum disregard for and rejection of the grace of God. 
These religious Jews thought that being a Jew by birth, becoming circumcised and keeping  the Mosaic law 
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It was obvious that Paul, a Jew by birth and practice is now for whatever ridiculous reason, taking their 
exclusive right of salvation to the Gentiles and that drove them crazy, leading to a new riot.     


