
Acts # 95   “An Appeal to Caesar” Acts 25-26:1-5   
Paul’s countrymen couldn’t be further from the truth in their claims of Paul rejecting and 
attacking Israel or hating them and this is the case with many such accusations; it’s just the 
opposite of the claims. 
Romans 9:1-5 “I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it 
through the Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, 
those of my own race, the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the 
divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who 
is God over all, forever praised! Amen.” 
Romans 9:1-3 speaks of who Paul really is and at this point in his life, physically he’s a wreck 
yet at the same time he’s also a spiritual giant. 
The Jewish officials begged Festus to try Paul again because priority #1 for them was to rid 
the earth of Paul; he’s just getting much too much attention, gaining too much of the 
people’s trust and that’s causing too many problems for us and our pocketbooks.  
This is obviously satanically motivated because Paul has become far too successful for the 
devil’s liking. 
Satan always sets his sights on winners in the Christian faith especially if their lives are 
impacting the multitudes because nothing is more threatening to him than lack of popularity 
and therefore, lack of effectiveness in his evil schemes. 
When religion dictates to the state, violence and murder become acceptable normal 
activities.  
Ultimately, God controls the events of history to protect His own. 
Through Romans 8:28, even man’s inconsistency does not destroy God’s plan for Paul or 
for the life of any believer. 
God’s plan remains ever consistent so it moves right along through any and all of man’s 
inconsistencies. 
Isn’t it amazing, the lengths people who have rejected biblical truth will go to, to win an 
argument?  
Rejection of the truth is a passive response to the truth; suppression of the truth is an active 
reaction to the truth relating to self and crusading to counteract, contradict or remove the 
truth is an active hostile reaction against God but related to others. 
Paul is now going to have to hear Festus distort the truth because he’s fighting for his job 
and future promotions and without even realizing it, he exposes relig for the evil that it is.  
Religion hated Paul because it was jealous of Paul, so it became vindictive toward Paul. 
Their hatred for Paul was seen in their uncontrollable outbursts in both the Jewish and the 



Roman courts.  
Without even realizing it, Festus disclosed the darkness of religion in his opening remarks.  
The religious always place great value on life until that life opposes them. 
And now Paul’s not going to refute the accusations against him because they were set aside 
at a previous trial; instead he is going to answer his charges the best way he knows how and 
that will be by his testimony from his soul. 
Because Paul, like his Savior is in love with his Father God, he shares the very happiness of 
God and that’s why he’s so relaxed, courteous and poised in his opening remarks. 
And the Holy Spirit is not feeding Paul new concepts that he’s not studied before, He’s using 
the biblical truth that Paul has learned, understood and believed to bring to his memory so 
that he can apply it. 
  
If only you could know the desire of my heart for you and your wife and everyone else 
around us that you all could be like I am. 
Does that sound like it should come from a short, bald, knock-kneed, runny eyed, high 
squeaky-voiced, shackled severely beaten man in tattered clothing? 
Only if it’s a man so full of God’s grace that he can’t keep it quiet nor can he ever be ashamed 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; so yes, Paul can legitimately say to a king: I wish you had the 
peace I have because you don’t, the freedom I have because you don’t, the power I have 
because you don’t, the inner happiness or joy I have because you can’t! 
  


