
Philippians # 40  
“Eyes on people means eyes off God” Conflict Resolution    
Philippians 4:1-3  
“When disharmony arises between two people or two groups, there is some measure of 
fault on both sides. Both parties must be encouraged to see each other’s fault, each other’s 
failure and meet on common ground with a mutual willingness to listen and change.”  
Chuck Swindoll 
After the maturity barrier is broken and the believer moves into greater-grace, the next 
objective is to go beyond greater-grace in preparation for dying grace, into an area 
filled with some of the greatest tests and pressure the believer faces because this is the 
final objective to be attained by the intake of biblical truth.  
Unresolved conflicts rarely remain minor; they eventually contaminate a church. 
The church is called a body, a kingdom, a building, an army and a holy people who 
belong to God, as His family.  
This is the most wonderful and most difficult advance in all of the spiritual life of the 
believer.  
Paul has a definite relationship with Philippian believers through his authority as an 
apostle, being the founder of their local church and he recognizes that ‘royal family of 
God’ is a special title for the Church Age believer only; so he makes it a point to use 
“brothers and sisters” quite often in his epistles, not simply to promote brotherhood but 
the consciousness of the tremendous mission and privilege that belongs to even the 
average believer in this age.  
Paul desires to be with the spiritually mature greater-grace Philippians.  
Those who are positive toward biblical truth are always a source of happiness to the 
communicator of the Word of God.    
The command to stand firm and be stabilized introduces the principle that no believer 
can remain the same in his Christian walk; either we’re advancing or retreating but we 
never stand in the same place.  
The believer cannot advance beyond greater-grace and at the same time become 
involved in petty personality conflicts in the local church, at home or anywhere else. 
Personality conflicts in the local church are not unusual but if left unchecked, they not 
only hinder the personal spiritual growth of those involved but they also divide other 
believers.  
You cannot advance beyond greater-grace, across unchartered territory, while in 
personality conflict.  
People become a major distraction to momentum when the believer gets his eyes on 
people.  
No believer attains maturity apart from momentum testing.  
No believer can fulfill the plan of God and glorify the Lord apart from momentum 
testing. 
The solution is for biblical truth to take over for these ladies, so they no longer look at 
each other in terms of antagonism but rather in terms of the mind of Jesus Christ.  



Personality conflict not only creates false issues for the individual involved but has a 
negative effect on the entire local church.  
When we become jealous, angry, bitter or vindictive; when we are dissatisfied with 
someone else; friend or stranger, lover or enemy, we surrender the control of our life to 
that person.  
There is no built-in virtue in personal love, which only requires that another meet your 
standards of beauty, attractiveness and rapport.  
People can only become a distraction to the fulfillment of the God’s plan for your life 
when human relationship becomes more important to you than the  
Word of God. 
Since happiness is the monopoly of God and His plan, we cannot depend upon people or 
circumstances for our happiness and if we surrender our happiness to someone else, we 
will blame that person for everything that goes wrong in our life.  
There are very few people who actually have control of their own lives; yet that is 
normal Christianity.   
No one really becomes spiritually mature until his relationships are all handled by 
impersonal love from spiritual strength.  
‘Help’ means here to take hold of together and mutually aid; or to take charge of both 
of them and help them.  
So, when conflict arises, we must recognize the source whether it’s Satan or our sin 
nature and not let either win by destroying relationships and churches.  
"Peace is not absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict by peaceful means."  
Ronald Reagan 


