
Romans # 195 
“Women in Ministry”  
Romans 16:1-5 Acts 6:1-4 
Paul was a very loving person who was obsessed with God’s truth but he also applied that 
truth in his love for God’s people. 
Paul understood that in some areas, God’s roles are different for men and women but there 
is no equality difference between them.  
Men and women are created equally in the image of God but God designed men’s souls for 
masculine purposes and women’s souls for feminine purposes and the differences are 
magnificent. 
Phoebe is a trustworthy believer living in Corinth and she’s about to take a business trip to 
Rome, so Paul entrusted her with custody of the book of Romans, certifying her as the 
bearer of this portion of the Word of God.  
Women have ministries within certain limitations and no woman has the gift of pastor-
teacher to lead a congregation but this doesn’t downgrade the ministry of women who are 
great teachers by nature as mothers.  
The inner beauty of the mature woman believer is an inspiration to virtue and honor in any 
man. 
In the early church, there were two primary offices; pastor, sometimes called an elder, 
sometimes an overseer or bishop, depending on his function. 
Then you had deacons responsible for carrying out various day-to-day functions in the 
local church.  
 Deacons were not authorities or teachers other than to function under the authority of the 
elder or pastor-teacher; deacons were those who waited tables or served the congregation. 
There should be flexibility in whether to have deacons or not and also flexibility in the 
selection process.  
What guides the process is the task of the elders in each individual church, so if they are 
distracted from devoting themselves to prayer and the Word, they need deacons.  
Just as believers are designed by regeneration to respond to God, so wives are designed by 
creation to respond to their husbands and the responding woman is the greatest of all people, 
while the reacting woman is worst of all. 
Paul’s view of women doesn’t come from his societal background or his Pharisaic training 
or the Greek culture, it’s influenced solely by God’s inspiration in His order of creation.  
When a wife will go along with her husband’s decisions, back him and encourage him, it’s 
truly a magnificent thing.  
Here’s a marriage between a Jew and a Gentile which was not only the ultimate in domestic 
tranquility or compatibility but a marriage that established a record for personal and 
impersonal love in providing a safe-haven for all who met them. 
Epenetus represents the ordinary non-spectacular unknown Christian who catches on 
because he knows that the secret to the Christian life is not who’s helping you along, 
encouraging and complimenting you but the one who’s teaching you God’s truth. 
It’s not the man but the message. 


